Action Minutes of a SYB Central Committee Meeting
held on 3 October 2011
Present - Grahame Partridge, Chair


    Alan O'Neill, Secretary

    David Tossell, Treasurer


    Anne Foster, Committee Member

    Nick Jones, Committee Member               

    Stephen Proudfoot, Committee Member
In attendance, Juliet Miller, Nod Wallman

 Apologies -  Eddie Cuthbert, Committee Member, Wendy Conian, Member
1) SYBRA Current Financial Position
Net funds are currently  £1575.57
2) New Members 
 Current membership stands at 195. There is an article by Eddie in the latest Rex magazine, which, together with the market stall should result in more members.
3) DBC Meeting 28 September
David made the following presentation to the full DB Council last Wednesday-
"Good evening and thank you for allowing me time to speak this evening.

My name is David Tossell and I am Treasurer for the Save your Berkhamsted Residents' Association. I am therefore speaking on behalf of almost 2000 residents who have signed up in support of our Mission. Perhaps more importantly I also stand here today as a father of 5 with a responsibility, which I’m sure many of you share, to ensure our children grow up with the same opportunity to experience the wonderful benefits of our town which we enjoy today.

Residents of Berkhamsted are well aware that some development is necessary but strongly believe this must preserve the character of the town, be in keeping with the style and density of existing housing and should take into account the need to improve dramatically the town's supporting infrastructure before such development is undertaken. 

We have monitored very carefully every stage of the Draft Core Strategy and believe the elements concerning Berkhamsted are unjustified. For example

· There is no robust, evidence-based number for the increase in housing needed in Berkhamsted. As part of the first round of consultation Berkhamsted Town Council set out in detail their basis for housing needs in the town which is substantially lower than the levels now being proposed. What is the point of consulting if the views of respondents are simply ignored?

· There are numerous inconsistencies and contradictions in the Strategy compared with the published Vision of Berkhamsted.

· Vital studies of infrastructure are either qualitative or have not been carried out at all. For example, no traffic infrastructure survey has been undertaken and the Urban Transport plan will not be started before 2012.

· There are major water supply and treatment issues - the DBC water cycle survey clearly identifies the problems with sewage disposal and also states that supplies of water to West Berkhamsted are only suitable for rural levels of development. 

Housing numbers on the Egerton-Rothesay development have increased from 100 to 180 yet we can find no minutes of any meeting where this was discussed. It seems the primary reason is to make it viable for the developer with the aim of allowing the school to be refurbished from some of the profit.  Is it proper that an Independent school should get this treatment when Ashlyns, a state school with a greater need for capital, is ignored?

During consultation to date, many concerns have been raised about infrastructure and housing density yet no changes have been made to the Draft Core Strategy as a result.

Overall it is difficult to avoid the conclusion that planning decisions are being driven by developers rather than residents and their elected councillors.

In summary, we believe the elements of the Draft Core Strategy pertaining to Berkhamsted are unjustified and aim to present our case to the Planning Inspectorate in support of this view. We will not be placated by councillors’ platitudes waving away our concerns and urge the council to think again on Berkhamsted thereby avoiding the possibility of having the Core Strategy deemed unsound. I’m sure we all understand the implications of such a verdict!

Thank you."

Following the presentation, Councillor Stephen Holmes made some comments in response to questions put to the Council by SYBRA before the meeting. In particular he suggested that the Strategy was a direction of travel and not a target, that water companies had a legal obligation to provide adequate supplies, there would be a "windfall" of house building that could not be included in the numbers and that he would expect SYBRA to comment further during the next consultation phase.
4) GUI Workshops about the "South Berkhamsted Concept"
Anne attended 2 workshops that have been held. An updated proposal now has 800 houses, a new position for the school and a new bus route. All of this information is on the GUI website

http://www.southberkhamstedconcept.com
It is anticipated that GUI will make a direct submission to the Government Inspector in November.
7) Ashlyns School - Grahame will make a follow up call to the headmaster to discuss the school's need for capital expenditure.
8) Planning Consultant Help  -  Grahame spoke to Martin Crook and is awaiting his reply as to how he might be able to help.

9) SYBRA AGM - it was felt that the Green Room at the Kings Arms would be a good venue for the AGM, Alan will investigate its availability.

It was agreed that we should probably hold an AGM at the end of November.

10) Market Stall - There will be a market stall on Saturday 8 October outside Tesco. The focus will be on the 2 potential developments at ERS and Swing Gate Lane and the concerns that Berkhamsted residents have about inadequate infrastructure

10) Next Meeting - to be held on Monday 31 October at 7.30pm at Alan's house.
) 
